
What is an Appraisal? 
An appraisal is your written document confirming the 
age, identification, construction, workmanship and  
up-to-date value of your quilt.

Why should I have an Appraisal? 
Old quilts and new quilts should be appraised for 
replacement value. Your Insurance Company may not 
recognize our quilts for the art piece that they are. 
Your appraisal will help them identify the value of your 
quilt so it can be replaced with one of similar like and 
kind. No one can replace sentimental value, but a 
replacement can help make the loss easier to accept. 

How do you Appraise? 
A physical examination of the quilt should be done 
before damage or loss occurs. A written document 
will give a detailed description of the quilt and 
workmanship, including provenance and replacement 
value. These values vary in different regions and do 
fluctuate with the market. It is recommended to review 
these every 3-5 years.

LECTURES INCLUDE: 

Appraisals and their Importance
History of Quilts 
Canada’s 100th Centennial Celebration 
Canadian War Time Quilts Made 
Canadian Cigarette Silks 
Trend Tex Challenge Trunk Show 
Quilts using Liquid Embroidery in a Tube 

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN A LECTURE CONTACT: 

Judy Lyons — 905.639.2441 
Email: judy.lyons@sympatico.ca 
Costs advised at time of booking.

Judy Lyons
Appraiser and Lecturer

Judy Lyons is a specialist in quilts, fibre art and the appraisal of these items.  
Her credentials are in compliance with the Uniform Standards of Professional 
Appraisal Practice (USPAP). Ms. Lyons is also certified with the American Quilters 
Society (2002) and a member of quilt related guilds and associations. In addition, 
she is a quilt collector and lectures on the history and valuation of quilts.

DON’T LET YOUR QUILTS  
BE A MYSTERY 
   Labeling is important for every quilt you make  
or own.  

   Putting a label on your quilt lets your family and 
future historians know the origins of the quilt. 

   Additionally, provenance (documented origins) adds 
to your quilt’s value and placing this information on 
the quilt ensures that it stays with your quilt.  

   Knowledge of the quilt’s history is just as important 
whether we start that history today, or someone 
else started it 100 years ago.  

     Important items to place on your label include  
the quilt/pattern name, the name of the maker, 
where and when it was made and even why the 
quilt was made.  

   If you don’t know any or all of these items, or you 
purchase a quilt with a label already on it, add 
another label that includes what you do know.  
Such as: date purchased, maker unknown, and 
include your name as new owner on that date. 

   A quilt/textile appraiser, or quilt historian may  
be able to help you with more information about 
your quilt. 

   Placing this information on an artistic label may 
enhance the value of your quilt. While any label 
is a good thing, an artistically created label in a 
permanent ink displays a concern for detail and 
fine workmanship. You can even embroider your 
label. Like any work of art, you should also sign 
your labels so that even the label maker’s artistry is 
recognized. Take pride in your quilts and collection. 

   Don’t let the quilts you own and have made 
become “maker unknown” mysteries. 

A quilt without a label — is an orphan.


